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March 15,2007

RE: SB 390 — Indian Education for All Funding

Please support SB 390 that provides for $50.00 per student for Indian Education for
AlL for all schools in Montana. We need to continue providing adequate funding
for our school in Montana.

$20.40 per ANB is not sufficient to continue the good work that has just started in
2006-07.

Our schools need resource materials for instruction; teachers need training on how
to work with their lessons to incorporate Indian Education for All. We must
remember that we are catching up from the past 35 years of no funding.

OPI has developed some wonderful resources that are available to all teachers at no
cost, but our schools will need additional support as they integrate their curriculum
on Indian Education.

The Great Falls School District has developed a three level plan for the
implementation of Indian Education for All:

B Level 1: Awareness: Participants learn the obllgatlons of IEFA and what is
meant by/history of Indian Education for All. They also receive a basic
awareness of Montana Indian people, the Essential Understandings (the -
backbone of IEFA), and American Indian literature (historical and
contemporary).

W Level II Infusion: Participants learn various infusion models and strategies
through lesson planning, project development, and continued conversations
regarding literature and other available resources.

B Level III Sustainability: Schools identify key personnel who work with
coaches to continue ongoing lesson planning and implementation.

Schools need sustainable funding to implement quality Indian Education For All.
We cannot go back, we must look ahead and provide resources for all students and
their teachers in Montana to help fully implement Indian Education for All

Corri Smith — Instructional Coach, K-6
Dulce Whitford — Instructional Coach, 7-12
Great Falls School District
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Indian Education for All
415 North 30™ Street
Room 235R

Billings, MT 59101
Phone: 247-3765

Fax: 247-3713
foxe@pbillings.k12.mt.us

March 15, 2007

House Education Committee
P.O. Box 201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Testimony in Support of SB 390 (Juneau/Bixby) — Increase Indian Education for All to
$50.00 per ANB.

My name is Everall Fox. I am the Coordinator of Indian Education for All for the Billings
Public Schools School District 2. SD 2, the largest school district in the state, is home to
16,024 students, 1,157 classroom teachers and 59 administrators, in 29 schools in grades
K-12.

The need for continued funding for Indian Education for All is important especially to a
district as large as SD 2. Indian Education for All funding in the current biennium has
allowed us to begin putting books and media resources in all the school libraries in the
district. We are working with classroom teachers to identify other resource needs and are
putting those into the District warehouse, so all teachers and schools can have access to
them. These include classroom sets of books, DVD’s, and wall maps.

Once in place, these resources will give teachers in SD 2 an opportunity to have materials
available to them as they prepare lessons inclusive of Montana’s Indian tribes. Further
funding would allow us to expand our Professional Development training that will allow
us to reach more teachers. We would like to bring presenters into schools and classrooms
throughout the school year. Also, we have a training module that consists of six sessions
that run two hours long each. In these sessions, teachers learn about the tribes in the area,
including the Crow, Northern Cheyenne and Fort Belknap tribes. We have had two
training modules that have reached 19% teachers in the District. Continued funding
would allow us to expand our efforts to have two or more training modules. We would
like to hire a Teacher on Special Assignment (TSA) as well to assist teachers directly in
the classroom.

Continued funding would allow large schools such as the Billings School District to build
a solid base of resources in school libraries and to reach a greater number of classroom
teachers. Thank you for your consideration.
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Lodge Grass Elem
Wyala Elem

Chinook Elem
Chinock H 8

Harlem Elem
HarlemHS
Cleveland Elem
Zurich Elem

Turner Elem
TurnerH S

Bear Paw Elem
Townsend K-12 Schools
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70
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67

12,183.27
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45313
29.000
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12.375
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2.000
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9.639
114,623
28.716
14.921
21.259
11.724
43.877
21.426
1.011
5.020
6.404
5.697
1.019
58.948
31.180
16.795
21.302
24.144
11.437
16.299
1,000
11.500

2,999,398
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13,036
8,650
469
2,122
469
100
408
449
204
1,163
23,113
5,712
1,367
4,937
2,774
8,140
4,019
122
979
1,183
734
163
14,525
6,793
3,856
3,611
5,222
2,570
3,162
184
2,468

01/24/07
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- for All - Education for

13,676,175

525
15,975
10,600
575
2,600
575
100
500
550
250
1,425
28,325
7,000
1,675
6,050
3,400
9,975
4,925
150
1,200
1,450
900
200
17,800
8,325
4725
4,425
6,400
3,150
3,875
225
3,025
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1,050 1,428
31,950 43,458
21,200 28,836
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1,000 1,000
1,000 1,360
1,100 1,496
1,000 1,000
2,850 3,877
56,650 77,055
14,000 19,043
3,350 4,557
12,100 16,458
6,800 9,249
19,950 27,136
9,850 13,398
1,000 1,000
2,400 3,264
2,900 3,945
1,800 2,448
1,000 1,000
35,600 48,423
16,650 22,647
9,450 12,854
8,850 12,038
12,800 17,411
6,300 8,569
7,750 10,542
1,000 1,000
6,050 8,229
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51.521
13.050
8.452
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2,856
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2,100
22,800
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1,050
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350
1,400
925
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2,875
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4,250

61,450
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21,925
1,725
4,300
5,100
3,500
4,350
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9,650
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Note: Statewide, the number of Budgeted ANB are expected to decline by 0.7% per year in the 2009 biennium. If the
Kindergarten bill passes, the cost for each alternative will increase.

FYO08 FYO09

Decline in IEFA w/o Kindergarten

{EFA at $25 $ (25,733) $ (51,286)
IEFA at $50 $ (51,742) $ (103,122)
Number of new Kindergarteners 4,306 4,856
|EFA at $25 $ 107,650 § 121,400
|EFA at $50 $ 215,300 § 242,800
IEFA at $68.01 $ 292,851 $ - 330,257
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Exhibit Numbex: 4-

This exhibitis 3
[three] DVD’s
Entitled:
Talking without

Words |
Long Ago in
Montana, and

"Tribes of Montana.
They can not be
scanned, you may
wiew the originalis
on file at thhe Mlontana
Historical Society
and may be viewed
there

Montana Historical Society Archives, 225 N. Roberts, Helena, MT 59620-1201;
phone (406) 444-4774.

Scanning done by: Susie Hamilton




